


Palm Sunday — April 17: Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus Triumphal entranceinto Jerusalem
By Rebecca Joyce Horne

“...see, your King comestoyou, in all smplicity, riding on a
donkey, a beast of burden, with its colt.”

A prediction from the Old Testament comes True. So
simple. But it isnot that smple to ride, nor to ride a donkey, nor
to ride a donkey with a cold at its side into a party of 150,000
people, the number estimated to be at the festival that year. | loved
riding horses and got to start riding and playing games on
horseback around the age of six so to me, Jesus triumphal entry to
Jerusalem was just so much amazing fun. Not so smple in my
mind now that | have taught beginners and fearful people how to
ride.

But it was and it is smple for God, Jesus his son and the
Holy Spirit to do anything, all powerful, al loving.

Asachild | loved the story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem
on adonkey, everyone celebrating, yelling and cheering. In church
we got to wave palm fronds and sing: Osanna, Osanna’ and
everybody was happy. To me, that was what Jesus was all about, a
baby born at Christmas and we partied and Easter was when we
paraded and partied because he was a great man with a great
message and if we followed his example of how to live according
to God' s Ten Commandments, we would go to heaven, end of
story.

One year, instead of palmsto wave, someone made crosses
out of the palms, afolded cross, so intricate and smple, but how
did they do it? It made me wonder HOW and WHY? How was
the little cross made and what did it meant?

| went to sleep pondering this Lenten Devotion Scripture.
Thinking and praying, how and why. | didn’t wake up with a great

message or illumination pounding in my head. | didn’t wake up
laughing at a remembered joke, nor crying aswhen | sing of the
Garden of Gethsemane. | just woke up, Ssmply woke up to carry
on my simplelife. | have asmple song | sing when | wake up:
“The Lord isblessing me, right now. He woke me up this morning
and started me on my way. The Lord is blessing me right now.”

S0 | sang and continued on my way, on his way, Ssmply
trying to follow Jesus way, reflecting on What would Jesus Do,
how could be take to lepers and prostitutes and tax collectors? He
could have been just another prophet but He gave hislife and
became the ultimate positive example. He showed us the most
profound example of love and the way to eternal life.




Monday, April 18: John 12:1-11
Mary anoints Jesus by E. Pear| Laycraft

Have you ever saved somethingjust for that special day?
When isthat special day?
Why wait? Let’smakeit today!

“ Then Mary took a whole pint of a very expensive perfume
made of pure nard", poured it on Jesus feet and wiped themwith
her hair. The sweet smell of the perfumefilled the whole house.”
--John 12:13

“But Jesus said, “ Leave her alone! Let her keep what she
hasfor the day of my burial. You will always have poor people
with you but you will not always have me.” John 12:7-8

In this passage, Mary takes her most treasured perfume,
made from pure nard and bathes the feat of Jesus. Jesus usesthis
action to teach usthree lesions:

Christ knew what God had in store for him that Holy Week.
Jesus told those gathered and us that He was not going to be with
us forever but thathe porr would be always with us. In other
words, do what you can, when you can. Don’'t wait or
procrastinate as the opportunity may be lost in the turmoil of our
work, play and have to do chores of daily living.

Secondly, Jesus knew that Mary was preparing Him for His
death by anointing Him. He needed to know her caring hands in
His loneliness of what was to come. Jesus also knew that doing

! Nard: Dictionary says “an aromatic Himalayan plant
supposedly the source of an ointment used by the ancients.
King James version of the Bible uses “a pound of ointment of
spikenard.”

thiswas giving Mary the opportunity to portray her faith in God's
word and Histeachings. Mary’s strong belief in God and
adoration of Jesus was so special to her that no price could be
placed on her desire to display that faith and love for the Lord. It
was her time for special caring, fully knowing she would continue
to give and care for those in need long after Good Friday.

Thirdly, we are rewarded by God’ s caring hands and
reassuring love when we care for others with a sincere and grateful
heart. Just think of the times you did something g special for a
friend or stranger and felt the warmth of God’ s love enfold you.
Thank you was not necessary, repayment never considered, asthe
joy of givingwasthe fulfilment. The “ Act of Kindness’ was a
greater gift to you than the recipient. It wasthat special jar of
expensive perfume shared in the love of Christ. You gave comfort
to your fellow man in God’ s name.

Let’s make each day a special day for those around us.
Let’s concentrate on making “ God’ swill be done” in our corner of
the world. Let’s make our rare perfume fill our homes, church and
community to the Glory of God. Today isthe day!

So | offer my prayer: Dear Father in heaven, grant me
compassionate, calm and capable kindnessto all, asyour servant
through my daily living. In Jesus name, Amen.




Tuesday, April 19" John 12:20-36
Jesus speaksof hisdeath by Sherri Gussman

| amtelling you the truth: a grain of wheat remains no more than
asinglegrain unlessit isdroppedinto the ground and dies. If it
doesdie, thenit produces many grains. -- John 12:24

Some of you will have heard me say that what | gave up for
Lent thisyear was fighting with my husband. Perhapsfightingis
too strong aword. What we would do is stand strong, each in our
own position, and argue for the other to join usin that view. As
you can imagine, this was usually a no win situation and only
caused conflict. In order to change this, old habits needed to diein
order for new ways of being to emerge.

Over the past few months | have been attending the book study
“The Power of Intention” written by Wayne Dyer. In hisbook he
describes the seven faces of intention which to me seemed like
very powerful ways of being. The seven faces of intention areto
be creative, kind, love, beauty, ever expansive, abundant and
receptive. He describesthese in detail in his book and they
certainly appealed to me.

Initially it looked like this shift from old habitsto new faces of
intention was going to be a difficult thing to accomplish. Asl
started doing it, | discovered that it was actually easier than |
thought it would be. It was certainly less work than carrying the
heavy load of resentment, anger and irritability.

| am giving up fear to walk in faith in all its abundance. One of
the things that Wayne Dyer saysin his book, which has stuck with
me, is*“ If you change the way you look at things, the things you
look at change.” This has proven to be very true in my relationship
with my husband. It has also helped me to view other parts of my
life differently.

This brings me back to the subject of Lent. In dying, Jesus gave
us new life as Christians. | see Lent asajourney towards new life
in Christ, one step at atime.

Wednesday, April 20" John 13:21-35
Jesusforetellshisbetrayal By Shelley Lavenne

“Verytruly | tell you, one of you will betray me.” —John 13: 21b

Rhoda has an uncanny ability to turn seemingly junk into
useful and beautiful itemsfor the home. For ayear, I’ ve followed
her blog called Southern Hospitality.
(www.southernhospitalityblog.com), partly fascinated at weather
that iswarmer than ours! The pictures are always sunny...the
people beautiful and the transformed décor stunning. Y et behind
the lovely scenes, betrayal has happened. The woman hasn’t said
much except that the man she loved, trusted and was married to for
five years hasleft her financially devastated. Last weekend, her



family and members of her church, packed her up into two U-
Haul’ s to move from Alabama back in with her parentsin Georgia.

Oh that we could be like Jesus who had the profound
ability to know ahead of time the one who would betray him! Yet
often, betrayal, asit wasfor Rhoda, catches us off guard, leaving
us devastatingly crushed and relationships broken.

Chrigtian relationships are ideally ones that are safe, where
you can count on the other person to be with usin difficult times
and good — whether thisis Christian marriage, friendship and
community. We place our relationshipsfirst in life and we
honour each other. At timeswe fail, but we strive for the ideal
and that’ s what Jesus models here.

Jesus honours Judas, as we are to honour each other. He
places Judas at hisright hand as a place of honour. He serves him
first. Jesus models how we are to treat each other (Though
through this honouring, Jesusis clear that Judas betrayal is not
hidden from him). And when Judas has gone, he explains to the
discipleswhat they won't fully understand until after his death: “I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as|
have loved you, you also should love one other. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” — John 13:34-35

God, we thank you for your Light that shineswithin usthat no
shadow or darkness can ever extinguish. AMEN.

Maundy Thursday, April 21: John 13:1-17
JesusWashesthe Disciples Feet

For Thursday, we are delighted to have two devotions --
one written by Dianne Emerson and Dianne King. Howthis
happened is a mystery, probably originating in ther first name, but
the result isa double blessing.

First Devotion for Maundy Thursday
by Dianne Emerson

The beginning of this chapter tells usthat Jesus had come
to realize and accept that “ his hour was come” to depart this world.
It also saysthat he loved these men he had worked with in the
world. They are his community.

So he may have felt some urgency in leaving them with his
important teachings, he may have wanted to be sure that they
remembered these lessons. He may even have been concerned that
there would be squabbles amongst
them after he was gone.

S0 He washes their feet, atruly
humble act and says explicitly that
they should follow his example and
wash each other’sfeet. He wantsto
emphasi ze that there should be no
hierarchy amongst them, no servant or master.



He chooses an action that to Peter is disturbing, that Jesus
would wash hisfeet. But it isadramatic act to demonstrate the
teaching that no man is better than any other.

If that interpretation is correct, then how interesting that the
church founded on Jesus teachings developed quite arigid
hierarchy and that most churches today function with a hierarchy.
Of course, hierarchy does not necessarily mean inequality, but the
potential isthere.

In spite of that, we can remember that Jesus wants usto minister to
one another, to take care of one another and not to set ourselves
apart from, or above or below one another.

And what a myriad of criteria we have that may prompt us
to do just that: income, level of education, neighbourhood we live
in, occupation we earn our living at, the car we drive, the vacations
we take, and on an on — all innocent enough on their own but all
things that we can use to set up various levels of hierarchy, all
things that we can use to make ourselves feel “ more than” and
othersfeel “lessthan”.

In conclusion, | am reminded of arecent interview with the
religious writer, Karen Armstrong. She faced the criticism that
many wars and atrocities in history have been based in religion.
She did not disagree. But her latest work is spreading the idea of
compassion as away to live, on aglobal scale. And | think she
believesthat “if ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them”.

2nd devotion for Maundy Thursday by DianneKing

The word Maundy isfrom the Latin word “ Man datum” and means
commandment. It relatesto the story of “the Last Supper”, or
"ceremony of washing the feet."

Jesus knew that his time was short and he would be returning to his
Father. He wanted to show his disciples his love for them, and
provision before he left. He took off his robe, wrapped a towel at
hiswaist and poured a basin of water. He knew he would have the
ultimate power and glory in heaven, but humbled himself, and

washed the feet of his disciples showing histrue love. Washing
guests feet would be ajob for the household servant.

We can almost imagine the shame of the disciples, astheir Master
washed their feet. Peter ressts, but Jesusisvery gentle in his
explanation. He shows us we need to be cleansed of pride, but also
be righteous by following example. We must learn that if we are
to be aleader, we must be a servant. Jesus showed us by example
how the disciples should also serve each other and meet the needs
of others. We will experience a great blessing by doing so.

We need to think of what it would have been like for Jesus to wash
our feet. Perhaps we could think of ways to show our kindness to
someone by visiting a shut in for example, if you are a leader,
think of how you treat those who work under you, e.g. children,
employees or volunteers.

Because Jesus would be leaving the earth, he was teaching the
disciples that they should serve all people to whom they took the
message of salvation.

Good Friday, April 22 - John 18: 1-19: 42
Betrayal & Death of Jesusby John Carmichael

John Ch. 18 | would like to start by doing a synopsis of this
chapter. Jesus goes into the Kidron Valley with hisdisciples. Judas
brings soldiers and police to arrest Him. Simon Peter draws a knife
and cuts off the ear of the high priests&®lave - Malchus. Jesustells
Peter to put away his sword (knife). Police arrest and bind Jesus.
They take Him to Annas, father -in -law of Caiphus - the high
priest. Smon Peter and another disciple go with Jesus. Peter denies
that he isa disciple. He will deny that he is a disciple twice more.
They then took Jesus from Caiphusto Pilatesheadquarters. He is
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accused of being a criminal. Pilate said to Jesus accusers that they
should try Him according to Jewish law but they refused. When
Pilate asks Jesus what He has done, Jesus replies "My kingdom is
not from thisworld. If my kingdom were from thisworld, My
followers would be fighting to keep Me from being handed over to
the Jews. But asit is, My kingdom is not from here." Pilate then
went out to His accusers and told them ®©find no case against Him.©
However there was a custom at that time that if he wasto keep
Jesusin custody, he would release someone else at the Passover.
When Pilate asked if they wanted him to release the &ing of the
Jewsthey replied that Pilate should release Barabbas instead who
was a bandit.

There are afew commentsthat | would | would like to
make. Judas openly betrays Jesus while Simon Peter denies 3
timesthat heisadisciple. | suppose it is human nature that we
would rather not be associated with someone who is accused of
being a criminal. It would be interesting to know the position that
the other disciplestook. Jesus knows the ultimate outcome of the
accusations that the high priest istrying to make. Although Pilate
really does not want to get involved, he finally sides with the Jews
rather than supporting Jesus and risking the wrath of the Jewish
officials. This must be the ultimate act of humiliation that a
recognized criminal isreleased and Jesusis kept in custody in his
place. Thisisavery forceful message that we should livein
humility and gratitude for the L ove and forgiveness that God offers
each of us.

Saturday, April 23 - John 19: 38-42
TheBurial of Jesusby Allan Cooper

In this passage we hear the story of how two men
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea took care of the burial of
Jesus. When we hear these words it causes usto reflect on the
times in our lives when we have gone through loss.

The loss of aloved one can be a very difficult time. When
my grandmother passed away | went through a great emotional
pain. She was the person in my life whose generosity
encouragement, wisdom and love had sustained me in difficult
times. When life was confusing or | felt | was all alone she was
always there for me. Even though she passed some time ago my
family members and | often talk about the found memories we
have of here and how we were inspired by her strength and
courage.

Similarly, Nicodemus and Joseph found that Jesus had
changed their lives. He provided the answers to the questions that
they struggled with about God and life. They grew closer to God
and even though they did so in secret they were his followers.
When the time came to bury Jesus these secret followers came
forward to ensure that Jesus had a proper burial. They risked their
livesto bury Jesus knowing that he was the son of God. They were
both very well respected men in the Jewish community. Their
conviction to ensure that Jesus had a proper burial was an
indication of how much they cared for him and believed he was of
God. This conviction was so strong that it gave Nicodemus and
Joseph the strength to face such fear and such loss at the same time.
This shows us the extent of their faith in him.

We have all experienced the loss of alove onein our life.
Sometimes we have other lossestoo. The loss of relationships that
our dear to us, careersor even in moving to a new residence there
isaloss of acommunity that is our home. These losses can seem
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so great and impossible to overcome that we are paralyzed by fear
and sadness.

We can learn from this passage that Jesus gives us the
strength to overcome these impossible times just as he did for
Joseph and Nicodemus. He allows usto move past our fears and
sadness to do what needsto be done.

During this Holy Week if we reflect on the sadness and loss
that Nicodemus and Joseph went through and the emotional pain
they suffered it one can feel hopeful that just as God gave them the
strength he will for ustoo.

Prayer: Dear Lord, we come to you in times of loss, confusion and

suffering for comfort and security. We thank

you for always providing for usin times of

need and giving us the strength to carry on
despite feelings of hopelessness and
sadness. Our faith in you sustains us
through difficult times.

Easter Sunday, April 23: John 20: 1-18

The Resurrection of Jesusby Lena Butler
Despair. Hopelessness. Desolation. | have lost my guiding light. It
has been extinguished, snuffed out, killed. Dead? No, that can’t be
right, it can’t. Avoiceis calling my name. A voice who knows me,
who knew me before | knew myself. God is searching for me, God
iscalling me, God is commissioning me to proclaimthe Easter
message. God' s steadfast |love will keep me returning fromthe
deepest and darkest placesto bear witnessto the light. “ | have

seen the Lord” will ring out in joy and hope, with exultation in the
midst of grief and pain.

The unflagging devotion of Mary Magdalene to Jesus causes her
to be an apostle to the apostles, to be the one who gives the first
post-resurrection testimony. Devoted, she wasthe last one at the
Cross on Friday and this morning she isthe first one at the grave.
Devotion keeps her at the tomb, searching for Jesus, searching for
answers, searching her heart.

Devotion will keep me sear ching with initiative, deter mination,
persistence and longing. | will turn to God because God first
turned to me.

“Who are you looking for?”  Jesus asks the same question that
started Hisjourney to His death and resurrection (v.4), the same
guestion that will continue to echo as His disciples become
apostles. The same question that will echo through the generations
to follow: “Who are you looking for?’

Devoted, God has searched for me, God has called me and God
has commissioned me to proclaim the Easter message.

Devotion has Mary Magdalene break her
physical bond with Jesus in order to be able to
become an apostle. It causes her to follow
Jesus commission to proclaim the resurrection:
“Go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.



Thisisthe great, glad, profound meaning of Easter: believersare
children of God as Jesusis Son of God. We are brothers and sisters
to the Word made flesh.

Devotion will keep mereturning from the deepest and darkest
placesto bear witnessto thelight. “ | have seen the Lord” will ring
out in joy and hope, with exultation in the midst of grief and pain.

Hallelujah, Praise be to God! Christ has Risen indeed.

The Risen Christ livestoday, present to us and the source of our
hope. In response to who Jesus was and to all he did and taught,

to hislife, death, and resurrection, and to his continuing presence
with us through the Spirit, we celebrate him as the Word made
flesh, the one in whom God and humanity are perfectly joined, the
transformation of our lives, the Christ.

We sing of a church seeking to continue the story of Jesus

by embodying Chrigt’s presence in the world. We are called
together by Christ asa community of broken but hopeful believers,
loving what he loved, living what he taught, striving to be faithful
servants of God in our time and place.

Our ancestors in faith bequeath to us experiences of their faithful
living; upon their lives our lives are built. Our living of the gospel
makes usa part of thiscommunion of saints, experiencing the
fulfillment of God'sreign even as we actively anticipate a new
heaven and a new earth. (A Song of Faith, United Church of Canada).



